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INTRODUCTION 

 “Old ideas can sometimes use new buildings.  New ideas must use old buildings.”  -- Jane Jacobs 

The Town of Morinville is rich in heritage resources.  The settlement of Morinville began in 
1891 with the arrival of Father Jean-Baptiste Morin and soon boasted a church, school, post 
office, stores, hotels and several homes as regional development contributed to Morinville 
growing into an economic, cultural, and agricultural resource centre for the region (Morinville 
Municipal Development Plan Bylaw 11/2012).  Morinville was incorporated as a town on April 
18, 1911, and continued to grow and prosper for the next century consistently with the 
economic drivers of the Edmonton Capital Region, Alberta and beyond.  The St. Jean Baptiste 
Church, Rectory, Park, and former Notre Dame Convent remains the social, cultural and visual 
focus of the community, while there are a number of other historically significant buildings 
throughout the community.  Morinville is a municipality encompassing 11.34 square kilometres, 
with a population of 8,569 (2011 Federal Census). 

The Morinville Municipal Development Plan (MDP) recognises that there are many benefits to 
preserving heritage resources.  These include fostering community revitalisation, encouraging 
heritage tourism, fostering a strong sense of place, and enhancing local culture, among others.  
The MDP directed the development of a set of guidelines in order to preserve significant 
heritage resources.  A municipal heritage survey is a first step in developing those guidelines. 

METHODOLOGY 

The scope of this survey was to identify existing built heritage (historic homes and businesses) 
initially constructed no later than 1930.  Within this scope, a total of 49 resources were 
identified (see Appendix A).  The selection of resources to be surveyed was a result of 
reviewing existing documentation – previous municipal heritage surveys, planning documents, 
informational booklets, and assessment records – to identify resources which met the initial 
criteria. 

To conduct the surveys, a number of primary and secondary resources were consulted.  These 
resources included municipal property file and assessment records, the Morinville Historical 
and Cultural Society, Alberta Historic Resources Management’s Municipal Heritage Survey 
program, and local residents.  It should be noted that this survey is intended to be “made-in-
Morinville” – it was designed to meet the needs of the community to move forward in 
developing conservation guidelines and policies – not necessarily to meet the criteria of Alberta 
Historic Resources Management’s Municipal Heritage Survey program.  The municipality 
should, however, collaborate with this department in carrying out the next steps. 

From the survey, a Places of Interest list was created based on preliminary evaluation criteria.  
See the Places of Interest section on Page 6 for details. 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Public awareness and support is a vital component to successfully complete and manage a 
comprehensive inventory and analysis of historic resources.  Methods of engagement have 
included property owner information sheets delivered to owners of heritage resources, general 
information of the project provided through publications in local print and electronic media, 
collaborating with the Morinville Historical and Cultural Society, and direct conversations with 
local residents.  This engagement has also benefitted from the connection the survey has with 
the Coeur de Morinville ASP Project, as these projects have worked together in providing 
guidance and direction to the conservation of historic resources. 

Key messages of the survey have been that Morinville is interested in cataloguing information 
of its heritage in collaboration with landowners through photographs, fieldwork and research.  
It has been emphasised that this work will have no legal impact on the properties and will not 
obligate any action by landowners.  It has also been pointed out that just because a building is 
old does not necessarily mean it is historically significant.  On the other hand, a building does 
not need to be an architectural gem for it to be historically significant. 

SURVEY RESULTS 

In conducting the heritage survey, there was an opportunity to identify and analyse all of the 
historic buildings in Morinville, including the buildings 
that may go unnoticed due to their location off of 100 
Avenue, Morinville’s “main street”.  Travelling down 100 
Avenue it is apparent that there is a rich historical 
presence in Morinville due to the St. Jean Baptiste 
Catholic Church and Rectory. These brick buildings also 
draw the attention of those passing by as the 
architecture of these buildings is unique and appealing.  
Many other buildings have also been lost over time, including from a major fire in 1920 which 
destroyed many buildings in the downtown area. 

Common features were observed in many of the historic buildings throughout Morinville, such 
as window openings with plain lug sills and segmental voussoirs (brick arches above window), 
small ventilation holes located in the window frame, medium gable and pyramid roofs, front 
verandahs, red brick siding, brick chimneys, dormers, and bracketed eaves. 
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The majority of historic buildings had noticeably 
undergone various structural alterations at some point 
since their erection.  A common identifiable 
characteristic between the brick historic buildings and 
the non-brick historic buildings was that the brick 
buildings had undergone the least amount of structural 
alterations as opposed to the non-brick buildings.  The 
brick buildings seem to be the most structurally intact 
buildings throughout Morinville.  Many other buildings 
have been resurfaced with stucco at some point in time. 

Although some of the buildings surveyed are in a state of 
disrepair, the historical presence held by these buildings 
was notable in many cases.  A general observation of 
many of the buildings is that there is opportunity for 
repair and maintenance to restore and preserve the 
historical and structural characteristics of the buildings. 

The survey forms for each resource can be found in 
Appendix B.  Note that all but two resources are located 
within the boundary of the Coeur de Morinville ASP. 

Some of the information that has been included in the 
surveys is based on secondary research and accounts of 
local residents that may need to be confirmed through 
more thorough evaluation. 

The question of architectural styles 

For most buildings in Morinville it is difficult, if not impossible, to determine what particular 
style, if any, applies.  There is a compilation of formal styles established by the Alberta Historic 
Resources Management’s Municipal Heritage Survey program that would generally not be 
applicable; however, for the purposes of this report any indication of a style indicated on the 
survey forms represents that the building is generally fitting to that style, although it may not 
actually ‘formally’ belong. 

It is also noteworthy to mention that the term “Victorian” has been often used by people to 
describe an architectural style.  However, Victorian is not really a style but 
a period in history, between 1840 and 1900 during the reign of Queen 
Victoria.  Buildings frequently referred to as “Victorian” are often of the 
Foursquare (1895-1930) style (see image, right).  In fact, Foursquare – or 
Prairie Box – was a post-Victorian era style which shares many features 
with the Prairie architectural style of the same era. 
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PLACES OF INTEREST 

The Places of Interest list was created by rating each resource under five different criteria listed 
below.  The total scores are not intended to be statistically significant or to compare one 
resource to another, but to assist in prioritising the importance of each resource in and of itself.  
The scoring options of each criterion and explanation of total scores are summarised in Table 1. 

 
 
 

PLACES OF INTEREST – PRELIMINARY EVALUATION 

Criteria Definition 

Heritage Value Directly associated with a theme, activity, cultural practice, event, significant 
institution or life of a person contributing to Morinville history. 

Architectural Value Embodies distinctive characteristics of a type, style, period, or method of 
construction, or represent the work of a master, or express high artistic values. 

Landmark Value Particularly prominent or conspicuous; and acquired special visual, sentimental, 
or symbolic value that transcends its function and contributes to the distinctive 
character of the municipality. 

Integrity The character-defining elements are visible enough to convey their significance 
and have not been altered beyond recognition. 

Resource Importance External influences such as economic and land use controls could place resource 
at greater risk of loss of character-defining elements if unprotected. 

 

Notes: “Character-defining elements” is defined as the materials, forms, location, spatial configurations, 
uses and cultural associations or meanings that contribute to the heritage value of a resource, 
and which must be retained in order to preserve its heritage value. 
 
“Resource Importance” is a unique “kicker” factor.  The purpose of this criterion is to assist in 
prioritising resources for further evaluation, but its rating is relative to whether character-
defining elements that are worth preserving exist.  For example, if a site has high redevelopment 
potential, but the existing building has limited value, the rating is intended to be lower than if 
there were character-defining elements worth preserving.  Thus economic factors, such as 
pressure for redevelopment of a small dwelling on a commercial property, increase the risk of loss 
and the rating would therefore be higher; regardless of any existing land use controls that may 
already be in place (such as direct control districting or historic resource designation). 

 
  

2.0 Very High 8.0-10.0 High score – would give a resource a higher priority for further evaluation, if necessary

1.5 High 6.0-7.5 Average score – would give a resource a lower priority for further evaluation, if necessary

1.0 Average

0.5 Low

0.0 None 0.0-4.5 Low score – resource not valuable enough to be placed on the Places of Interest list

5.0-5.5 Lower score – further research and analysis needed to determine whether the resource 

should remain on the Places of Interest list

TABLE 1: Scoring

Criterion Total Score Explanation
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The results of the preliminary evaluation are listed in Table 2.  It should be noted that listing as 
a Place of Interest with the ultimate goal of conservation does not necessarily mean that the 
building is intended to be frozen in place – an untouchable resource preserved in time.  There 
are different approaches and aspects to acknowledge character-defining elements.  The 
recognition or preservation of a Place of Interest is something to be determined on a case-by-
case basis, depending on a number of factors (such as some elements of the preliminary 
evaluation criteria).  Sometimes it means a building should be preserved in its entirety, or even 
restored.  Or perhaps a portion of the building, or selected features, could be embodied into 
new or adjacent development that would still succeed in acknowledging the character-defining 
elements.   

For example, character-defining elements, such as roof style and window design, could be 
incorporated into new or adjacent developments, or an entire portion of a building could be 
preserved or rebuilt into new development.  A demised heritage building could be 
acknowledged and remembered by incorporating a memorial plaque and “saving a brick” in 
new development on the site. 

There are endless possibilities, and Morinville encourages innovation and creativity in all cases. 
 

 

* = Provincial Heritage Resource 

  

Year Her. Arch. Land. Int. Imp. TOTAL

Year Her. Arch. Land. Int. Imp. TOTAL 9802 101 St 1915 2.0 1.5 1.5 1.0 0.5 6.5

10001 100 Ave 1899 1.0 1.0 1.5 0.0 1.0 4.5 9902 101 St 1919 1.5 2.0 1.5 1.5 1.0 7.5

10002 100 Ave 1920 1.5 2.0 2.0 1.5 2.0 9.0 9906 101 St 1907 0.0 1.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 2.0

10008 100 Ave 1920 1.0 1.5 2.0 1.5 2.0 8.0 9910 101 St 1907 1.5 1.0 1.0 0.5 1.0 5.0

10018 100 Ave 1898 1.0 1.0 2.0 1.0 2.0 7.0 9914 101 St 1907 0.0 0.5 0.5 1.0 1.0 3.0

10020 100 Ave * 1895 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 10.0 10050 101 St * 1909 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 10.0

10033 100 Ave 1912 1.5 1.0 1.5 1.0 1.5 6.5 10111 102 Ave 1925 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.5 0.0 1.0

10034 100 Ave * 1907 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 10.0 10115 102 Ave 1905 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.5 0.0 1.0

10113 100 Ave 1903 2.0 1.5 1.5 1.0 2.0 8.0 10117 102 Ave 1910 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

10120 100 Ave 1901 2.0 1.5 1.5 0.5 1.5 7.0 9806 102 St 1923 1.5 1.0 1.0 0.5 0.5 4.5

10130 100 Ave 1914 2.0 1.0 1.5 1.0 1.0 6.5 9809 102 St 1923 1.5 2.0 1.5 1.5 1.0 7.5

10201 100 Ave 1910 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.0 1.0 6.5 9905 102 St 1912 1.5 1.5 1.0 0.5 1.0 5.5

10412 100 Ave 1914 0.0 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 2.0 9913 102 St 1912 0.0 1.0 0.5 1.0 1.0 3.5

10502 100 Ave 1913 0.0 0.5 0.5 0.0 0.0 1.0 9922 102 St 1921 0.0 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 2.0

9406 100 St 1885 1.5 1.0 1.5 1.0 1.5 6.5 10102 103 Ave 1910 0.0 1.0 0.5 1.0 0.5 3.0

9514 100 St 1910 2.0 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 8.0 10004 103 St 1905 1.5 1.0 1.0 0.5 1.0 5.0

9804 100 St 1923 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 10011 103 St 1920 1.5 1.5 1.0 1.5 1.0 6.5

10008 100 St 1912 2.0 0.5 1.0 1.0 1.5 6.0 10207 103 St 1910 0.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.5 3.5

10010 100 St 1909 2.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.5 6.5 10008 104 St 1914 1.0 1.5 1.0 1.0 1.0 5.5

9910 100A St 1920 0.0 0.5 0.5 0.5 1.0 2.5 10016 97 Ave 1920 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

9918 100A St 1914 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 5.0 10003 98 Ave 1902 2.0 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 8.0

9922 100A St 1925 0.5 1.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 3.5 10101 98 Ave 1920 0.5 1.0 0.5 0.5 0.5 3.0

10104 101 Ave 1906 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.5 0.5 1.5 10105 98 Ave 1910 0.0 1.0 0.5 0.5 0.5 2.5

10407 101 Ave 1907 1.5 1.0 1.0 0.5 1.0 5.0 10008 99 Ave 1908 1.0 1.0 0.5 0.5 1.0 4.0

10409 101 Ave 1903 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.5 0.5 1.5 10014 99 St 1921 0.0 1.5 1.0 1.0 1.0 4.5

Address

AddressTABLE 2: Places of Interest Identification
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RECOMMENDATIONS AND NEXT STEPS 

The following lists the recommendations and follow-up actions that need to be undertaken to 
ensure that the results on the Morinville Heritage Survey are adequately responded to in a 
coordinated and comprehensive manner. 
 

1. Develop policies in the Coeur de Morinville ASP to guide conservation of Morinville’s 
historic resources, raise public awareness of the community’s heritage, identify 
partnership opportunities, and to respect the relationship between historic resources 
identified on the Places of Interest List and new developments surrounding those sites. 
 

2. One of the key policies to be developed is the preparation of a Heritage Resources 
Management Plan in order to effectively implement the above objective.  The 
generalised terms of reference for this plan are as follows: 
 

a. Establish clear guidelines to address Heritage Resources in a consistent manner, 
providing a working document to simplify heritage policies, procedures, and 
implementation strategies for both staff and the public.  In particular, it would 
direct the evaluation of the Places of Interest in priority sequence, ultimately 
resulting in the preparation of a Statement of Significance for each resource. 

b. Build upon and compliment the heritage work completed by others. 
c. Provide support to individuals wishing to pursue designation of buildings as 

Municipal Heritage Resources. 
d. Enable appropriate effort, policy, and regulation to be put into place to protect 

and/or incorporate historic resources facing ongoing development pressures. 
e. Increase public awareness about Heritage Resources and raise the profile of the 

benefits that heritage conservation brings. 
f. Update and promote the Morinville Historic Homes and Heroes Walking Tour 

booklet and plaques, while committing to ongoing maintenance and upkeep. 
g. Ensure historic resources are accounted for in the development process.  For 

example, development permit applications affecting heritage properties could be 
reviewed for their heritage value before permits are issued and anything 
deemed to have value could be referred to a knowledgeable third party such as 
the Morinville Historical and Cultural Society. 
 

3. In terms of age alone, historic resources are eligible to be on the Places of Interest list if 
they are over 50 years old.  This survey was limited to the “pioneers” of Morinville; 
however, moving forward Morinville should consider surveying resources from the 
Modern Movement (c. 1930-1959). 
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APPENDIX A – MAP AND LIST OF RESOURCES 
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